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In consideration of
HOUSE BILL 2035, HOUSE DRAFT 1
RELATING TO NON- AGRICULTURAL PARK LANDS

HouseBill 2035, House Draft proposeso: 1) require the transfer of specifiedn-agricultural

park landsrom the Department of Land and Natural Resources (Departtoethig Department

of Agriculture (DOA) by June 30, 202@®) amend the definition of “agricultural activities” in
Chapter 166E, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), to include the care and production of pasture lands
within the meaning of the phrase “care and production of livestock or livestock prddicts
change theféective date to July 1, 2050 to encourage further discussioMantgke technical,
non-substantive amendments for the purposes of clarity, consistency, and stylBepartment

strongly opposeghis measure.

The bill's preamble explains that the inter the measure is to effectuate the transfer to DOA of
leases held by “farmers and ranchers, with large acreage of landDeplagtment has more than
100,000 acres in pasture use on Hawaii Island alone that are at risk of being transferred to DOA
under this measure. House Bill 2035, House Drafodld take over 10%ut of the land managed

by the Department on thsland, repreenting a huge change from lands currently managed for
public trust values to lands that can be grazed without restriction;atle@nd plowed, and
blocking public access, threatening public trust natural and cultural values.

Pursuant to Act 9BessiorLaws of Hawaii 2003, now codified&hapter 166E, Blwaii Revised
Statutes the Department has already transferred more tt&000 acres of agricultural land to
DOA, and additional transfers are in procesonsisting of nearly all the agricultural crtgmd,
such as former sugar cane land, held by the Departridmt Department hagenerallyexcluded
largeacre pasture leases from these trangfecsiuse of the high natural resource value of certain
pasture lands Somepasture lands aremnant nativéoreststhat have never been plowed and
containnative and endangered plants and wildliféhey adjoin or are neéorest reserveand, as

a result, have gregiotential for reforestation, arat/areimportantin providing access to other
public lands for managemertaditional gathering, and public recreation including hunting and



trails. The attached maps show the proximity of large tracts of pasture lands to forest reserves on
Hawaii Island and provide dails on native ecosystems, potential for restoration and endangered
species The attached flyer entitled “Importance of Pasture Lands to DLNR’s Mission” provides
additional information. e Department’'spasturelesseeshave neverthelessequested the
Department to transfer their leases to Dé@AmManagement because D@ppears to havgreater
flexibility under its governing statutes and rylés amend, extend, and issue new leases by
negotiation.

The Department notes that House Bill 2035, House Draifitl hot solvethe food sustainability
issue in the State of Hawaii. B918,over 43,000 head of cattle were exported to the mainland
due to market conditions and better priaesording to adawaii Beef Industry Councileport

The ottom lineis the transfer of these resource valued public trust lands to DOA will not increase
local food sustainabilityn the State of Hawaii.

The perceived need to transfer pasture leases toda@Ae relieved by providing theepartment

with statutory powersimiilar to those exercised by DOA the management of its leases.
Accordingly, the Administratiomas introduced a measure thsSion SenateBill 2914to give

the Department greater flexibility to deal with pasture leasesiti®e advancement in camb
sequestration challenges, wildlife management, wildfire protection and forest health concerns can
be best managed by the Department through mutually beneficial practices with ranching, wildlife
protection, and native forest restoration. Mandatingrarester of these lands to DOA for pasture
purposes will severely undermine the potential for reforestation and other natural resource
protection uses of the land.

For these reasons, the Department respectfully urges the Legislature not to pasq(ittosisal|
Bill 2035, House Draft 1)and instead suppdBenateBill 2914andallow the selegpasture leases
to remain under the Department’s management.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure



. Legend

|:| Leased and Revocable Permits

Reserves Managed By:

- Div. Forestry & Wildlife, or Jointly with Other Agency
- Div. State Park

- The Nature Conservancy

. U.S. Fish & Wildiife Service

- U.S. National Park Service
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